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The SCERTS Assessment Process
Sample Narrative TemplatE - Conversational Partner Stage

Learner Information
Name:
 
        
James (Sample Case)
Date of Birth:


Date of report:


Chronological age:     
10 years old
Team members:
Reason for Referral

James, a 10-year-old boy with autism, was seen for an educational planning assessment in preparation for his annual educational plan.  He is described by his current educational team as a “kind” and “hard-working” boy, who is “smart,” ”funny,” “innocent,” and “helpful.”  His current interests include reading books, playing computer games, playing interactive games with adults and peers (e.g., Connect Four, Checkers, Chess, etc.), and watching Disney movies.  A predictable routine and visually presented expectations, namely across and within-task written schedules are reported to be critical transactional supports that facilitate his active engagement.  Likewise, he is reported to experience more success when provided with the transactional support of hands-on learning materials, coping strategies for emotional challenges, and adjusted social complexity.  

This current referral was made in order to obtain recommendations for educational objectives as well as recommendations regarding interpersonal and learning supports that would be appropriate for addressing these objectives.  With this current assessment, recommendations were requested as they relate to the following developmental domains: 
(1) Joint attention (e.g., attending to others, communicating for a range of functions, engaging in meaningful conversation, and modifying one’s use of language based on a social partner’s perspective), 
(2) Symbol use (e.g., understanding and using more creative and generative expressive language, using appropriate nonverbal communication, and following the rules of conversation), 
(3) Self-regulation (e.g., employing coping strategies to regulate arousal and emotional state, using self-talk to plan and prepare for upcoming social situations), and 
(4) Mutual regulation (e.g., expressing one’s emotional state, responding to coping strategies offered by partners, collaborating with peers in solving problems).  
This assessment report contains a brief summary of James’ current performance levels in these domains as well as recommendations for educational programming objectives and learning accommodations.  
Assessment Protocol

James was observed across a range of activities with a range of familiar social partners.  Following these observations, the SCERTS Assessment Protocol (SAP) (Copyright 2006 - Paul H. Brookes Publishing, Co.) was administered using the forms for a learner at the Conversational Partner Stage.  This stage refers to a child who is using conversational level discourse to communicate, while developing an awareness of social perspectives, an understanding of social conventions, and strategies for maintaining active engagement across social settings.
The SAP is a criterion-referenced assessment tool that provides a means to determine James’ current profile of strengths and needs based on his developmental stage in the domains of social communication and emotional regulation, to determine meaningful, purposeful, and motivating educational goals, and to determine the most appropriate transactional supports (e.g., interpersonal support and learning supports) for his family and educational team members.  
Results & Discussion

James’ current profile of strengths and areas of need are described below.  Each section contains a narrative of his current level of performance / baseline in each domain, followed by specific recommendations for educational objectives.
I.
Social Communication – Joint Attention

	This developmental domain refers to a child’s ability to communicate with a variety of people, for a variety of functions, and in a variety of social contexts.   This requires the ability to share attention with others, share emotion with others, and share experiences by considering one’s listener’s perspective when initiating, taking turns in conversation, selecting topics, and repairing communicative breakdowns.



Current Level of Performance

In the domain of Joint Attention, James demonstrated a number of relative strengths.  These included his ability to initiate a range of communicative bids for the functions of requesting desired objects and activities (JA3.1a), requesting a break (JA3.1c), and protesting undesired activities (JA3.1d).  He was also noted to show and emerging ability to comment on both immediate and past events (JA3.3a), provide requested information about immediate and past events (JA3.3b), and regulate social turns (JA3.2d) across partners and activities.  Next steps include an ability to consistently monitor the attentional focus of a social partner (JA1.1), secure attention prior to communicating (JA1.2), and initiate topics of conversation related to a partner’s interest (JA4.3).  

Suggested Educational Objectives

JA4.3 – James will initiate and maintain conversations that relate to partners’ interests across 3 activities and 3 partners in 4 out of 5 days of the week when provided with augmentative communicative support (LS2.1) as assessed through quarterly review and team consensus and an increasing number of activities per benchmark period.

II. 
Social Communication – Symbol Use (English Language Arts)

	This developmental domain refers to the nonverbal and verbal communication that a child understands and uses to communicate and share experiences with others.  This refers to a child’s ability to understand and use language, gestures, nonverbal social cues and the rules of conversation. 


Current Level of Performance

In the domain of Symbol Use, James demonstrated a relative strength in his ability to learn through imitation (SU1.1), his ability to use behaviors modeled by partners to guide social behavior (SU1.2), and his participation in dramatic play and recreation activities with peers (SU3), as evidenced by his emerging ability to take on a role and engage in dramatic play (SU3.4), his emerging ability to play in common activities with other children (SU3.5), and his emerging ability to participate in rule-based group recreation.  Next  steps an ability to collaborate and negotiate with his peers in problem solving (SU1.5) and understanding and using generative language to express meanings (SU5.1 – SU5.3).  

Suggested Educational Objectives

SU1.5 – James will collaborate with peers to solve problems across 3 activities and 3 partners in 4 out of 5 days of the week when provided with opportunities for peer modeling (IS7.4) and adjusted social complexity (LS4.1) as assessed through quarterly review and team consensus and an increasing number of activities per benchmark period.

SU5.4 – James will use a variety of sentence constructions (e.g., embedded and conjoined) across 3 activities and 3 partners in 4 out of 5 days of the week when provided with augmentative communication (visual support) (LS2.1) as assessed through quarterly review and team consensus and an increasing number of activities (e.g., book reports, language arts, creative writing) per benchmark period.
III.
Mutual Regulation 

	This developmental domain refers to a child’s ability to express a range of emotions, gradations of emotion, respond to assistance offered by social partners, and request assistance from others in order to remain well regulated, organized, and actively engaged in social settings. 


Current Level of Performance

In the domain of Mutual Regulation, James demonstrated several relative strengths with respect to his ability to request a partners’ assistance to regulate state (MR4), as evidenced by his consistent ability to share his negative emotions (using facial expressions and body language) to seek comfort (MR4.1), his consistent ability to share his positive emotions (using facial expressions and body language) to seek interaction (MR4.2) and his ability to share his intentions for the purposes of requesting desired objects, activities, and even assistance (MR4.3).  Next steps include his ability to use emotion words to express his emotion and seek comfort (MR1.1, MR1.2, and MR1.3) and respond to information or strategies offered by partners to self-regulate his arousal (MR2.6).  

Suggested Educational Objectives

MR1.2- James will understand and use advanced emotions across 3 activities and 3 partners in 4 out of 5 days of the week when provided with visual support (LS2.4) as assessed through quarterly review and team consensus and an increasing number of activities per benchmark period.

MR2.6 – James will respond to information or strategies offered by partners to regulate his arousal across 3 activities and 3 partners in 4 out of 5 days of the week when provided with visual support (LS2.4) as assessed through quarterly review and team consensus and an increasing number of activities per benchmark period.
IV.
Self-Regulation 

	This developmental domain refers to a child’s ability to use increasingly mature strategies for coping during solitary activities, social activities, transitions, and emotionally distressful situations.  This refers to early sensory-motor coping strategies, language strategies such as talking through the steps of a task, and planning and self-monitoring during activities. 



Current Level of Performance

In the domain of Self-Regulation, James demonstrated a relative strength in his use of behaviors or sensory-motor actions to regulate his arousal level in both solitary and social activities (SR2.1) while areas of need included his ability to use behaviors modeled by partners to regulate his own arousal level (SR2.2) and his ability to use of language strategies to talk himself through multi-step tasks (SR3.6).  

Suggested Educational Objective

1) SR3.6 - James will use language strategies to engage productively within extended activities across 3 activities and 3 partners in 4 out of 5 days of the week when provided with visual support to define steps within a task (LS3.1) as assessed through quarterly review and team consensus and an increasing number of activities per benchmark period.
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